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ADJOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE 
HON KIM CHANCE (Agricultural - Leader of the House) [11.02 pm]:  I move - 

That the House do now adjourn. 

Monkey Mia Dolphins - Adjournment Debate 
HON JOHN FISCHER (Mining and Pastoral) [11.03 pm]:  I refer to a situation that has arisen in my north west 
electorate regarding the town of Denham and Monkey Mia.  People feed the dolphins at Monkey Mia.  Many 
people may not like the concept of turning wild animals into a tourist attraction.  However, there are three 
options to make dolphins a tourist attraction: firstly, hand-rear them and teach them to do circus tricks and 
perform to the public as they used to do at Yanchep and the Aquarium of Western Australia at Hillarys; 
secondly, ride in a boat and view them in pods, which I have done on many occasions in the Shark Bay area; 
and, thirdly, view them in their wild state as they swim close to the shore.   

Dolphins often visit our coastline, particularly in sheltered bays.  They are very curious about humans.  They 
know that fishermen will often feed them fish.  These coastal visits have occurred over decades because men and 
dolphins seem to have formed a special bond.  One of the advantages of this mutual attraction is that we have 
learned a great deal about dolphins.  This attraction has led to support in the western world for the preservation 
and protection of dolphins.  If we stop the public from having access to dolphins, the desire to protect them and 
their habitat will diminish.  

During the height of the tourist season, almost 700 people a day watch the dolphins being fed at Monkey Mia.  
Three dolphins in the area are regularly fed at Monkey Mia.  The three females are called Nikkie, Surprise and 
Puck.  These three dolphins are hand-fed every day by the Department of Conservation and Land Management.  
The reason that only female dolphins are fed is because if males are fed, at times they tend to become aggressive.  
CALM does not want to feed young dolphins because they will become too dependent and will not learn the art 
of feeding for themselves.  The feeding process is strictly controlled with never more than one-third of each 
dolphin’s daily requirements being fed at a time.  This ensures that the dolphins do not become reliant on human 
handouts and learn to look after themselves in their native state in the protected area of Shark Bay. However, this 
provisioning has gone on at Monkey Mia for decades and has involved three generations of wild bottlenose 
dolphins.  

Monkey Mia is part of the Shark Bay world heritage area and as such it is vitally important to each and every 
one of us.  Unless people can visit these areas of unique natural beauty, they will not come to love and respect 
the environment and they will not support the protection and preservation of wild animals, the natural bush and 
the marine areas there.  The Shark Bay area is one of 360 World Heritage listed areas and as such is very 
precious to all Western Australians.  However, unless World Heritage areas can support themselves via 
sustainable practices and ecotourism they will have little inherent value.   

In 1995, Reark Research conducted a survey on why people visited Shark Bay.  It found that 69 per cent of the 
people said they visited to view the dolphins being fed and only four per cent said they go to Shark Bay to fish.  
This is a very interesting result, and quite surprising.  It confirms that the dolphins are the major attraction for 
this area.  Dolphins have been coming to the Shark Bay area since the pre-1900s when fishermen fed them from 
their nets.  A decade ago there were three times the number of dolphins visiting the area and coming to the shore 
as there is today.  The reason for this I believe is that CALM and the Marine Park and Reserves Authority have 
put a stranglehold on the operation.  When the Shire of Shark Bay ran the operation, it ran at a profit.  Since 
CALM has taken it over, it has run at a loss, yet the gate takings amount to in excess of $350 000 per annum.   

The Aboriginal corporation Yadgalah and the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Commission own 50 per cent 
of Monkey Mia.  The other 50 per cent should be handed back to private enterprise with the proviso that a 
marine scientist is employed to control the public’s access to the dolphins, leaving CALM to supply one officer 
to oversee the operation.  CALM is in the business of conservation; it is not an entrepreneur.  There should be no 
charge, as there is at present, to get into Monkey Mia.  In fact, the current charges are often out of the reach of 
many of the families who tour there.   

The Monkey Mia dolphins are extremely important to the economic structure of Shark Bay and the town of 
Denham.  The shire president, Les Moss, has valued these animals in the millions of dollars each.  It is estimated 
that they provide the area with a $30 million per annum return in tourist dollars.  The three animals there at 
present are ageing; they are in their late twenties and they will die of natural causes soon.  It is extremely 
important that the Government issue at least an additional three licences so that new dolphins can be encouraged 
to come in and be fed.  This is simply handing the baton on to the next generation of bottlenose dolphins.  There 
is no concrete evidence that hand-feeding has harmed the existing dolphins and there are no good reasons for not 
handfeeding the next generation.  The public and the townspeople of Denham are very supportive of the dolphin-
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feeding process and it has certainly helped in the past and been very beneficial in bringing financial stability to 
the Shark Bay area.  It is also educating a vast number of people in marine ecology and the benefits of a world 
heritage area.  Unfortunately, there are a few people with private agendas who, for their own perverse power 
needs, would oppose the feeding of any dolphins.  They would rather see the Monkey Mia resort wither and die 
and see the 700 tourists a day during the main season move to the eastern States or somewhere else to view 
similar activities. 

The people who oppose the provisioning of dolphins are those at the State’s Marine Parks and Reserves 
Authority, chaired by Barry Wilson; Rachel Siewart, the Conservation Council of Western Australia coordinator; 
and Dr Janet Mann, a foreign university marine biologist from Georgetown University in the United States.  The 
Marine Parks and Reserves Authority invited Dr Janet Mann to give the authority a submission on the feeding of 
dolphins, but it failed to invite the Shire of Shark Bay to do likewise.  It is no secret that Barry Wilson has not 
always seen eye to eye with the Shire of Shark Bay. 

Why are we seeking the views of a foreign researcher?  What can she possibly tell us that we do not already 
know about Monkey Mia and the dolphins?  Janet Mann is nothing more than a foreign visitor to our shores who 
runs a marine biology unit at Georgetown University in the USA.  I have no problem with foreign students 
studying our flora and fauna, but I do take issue when their mentor has the right to fashion our policy on 
conservation.  Janet Mann is not under the control of any Western Australian agency.  Factually, conservation 
should be and is about the balance and sustainability of the area.   

I appeal to Minister for the Environment and Heritage, Dr Judy Edwards, to allow the feeding of additional 
dolphins at Monkey Mia to preserve something that is very special.  I request this Government to consider 
tendering out the operation to private enterprise with all the conservation controls in place.  I believe that the 
Shire of Shark Bay, representing all the residents of the area, should play the major role in this issue. 

House adjourned at 11.12 pm 
__________ 

 


